
 
 

Executive Board 
 Jim Laverty, President 
Jack Dalton, Vice President 
Dave Ziara  Secretary 
Roger Hearn, Treasurer 
Ronnie Dorr, Past President 
John Johnson, Membership  
Glenn Simpson, Program  
Don Connell, Toys Project  
Don Hicks, Workshops 
Ed Nock, Workshops  
Don Connell,  Tool Crib 
Marvin Long, Newsletter Editor 
Pat Lemley, Fund Raising   

2016 Meetings Schedule 
Membership meetings  

Delmar VFW 
7:30 P. M. 

 Jan 21 Mar 17  

 May 19 Jul  24* 
 Sep 15      Nov 17* 

 *July meeting is a Sunday  
      picnic 
 * Nov meeting is the banquet 

 
 Executive Board Meetings 

Pat Lemley’s Shop 
7:30 P. M 

 Feb 18 Apr 21 
 
 Jun 16 Aug 18 
 
 Oct 20 Dec 15 

 July 2016 P. O Box 103 
  Delmar, DE 19940 

 Gmail:  masondixonwoodworkers@gmail.com 
Web Address: masondixonwoodworkers.org 

President’s Message 
 

Looks like half of 2016 has about 

past us and we are ready for 

our Annual Picnic.  Rumor has 

it the food will once again be ex-

cellent. The meat is a mystery 

but the side dishes will be plenty. 

And since it is being held at a 

church according to King James  (aka J-Lav, not the 

biblical version), the calories have been removed.  I 

hope to see each and every one of you attending. We 

have a total of 41 that have RSVP’d so if you have not 

it is not too late. You can email me at 

jwlaverty@comcast.net or call me at 410-228-3893. 

The cut off is Monday evening as I have to place the 

food order by Tuesday. 

Other than that, watch your news letters and 
emails for up and coming workshops. We have 
some real good ones planned that you do not want 
to miss. I always leave with a nice project; but I 
also learn something and have a good time doing 
so. 
“Life is not perfect but the journey can be a 
scream”.   

Don Connell and his merry toy making 
elves are  featured in this edition of the 
Woodworker Times.  Their year-long 
effort culminates in many a child re-
ceiving a gift at Christmas that may 
otherwise be forgotten.  Kudos to them!!! 

mailto:jwlaverty@comcast.net


Santa Connell’s Toy Making Elves  

Soon after the franticness of the holiday season ends,  Don Connell and his merry 
band of workers  start the process all over again.  The shop located in the in the Blind 
Industries location on the Old Ocean City Road. This is where most of the dedicated 
workers gather  on Wednesdays to build the assortment of wooden toys to be distribut-
ed to  children at Christmas.  At the same time Pete Evanoff assisted by Al Hender-
shot work diligently on their contributions to the overall effort in Pete’s workshop in 
Lewes, DE.  Pete is an accomplished woodworker and assisted by Al he generates an 
array of toys beautifully done.  We tend to think of their efforts as we approach the 
Christmas season,  but by that time they have put in months of meticulous effort to 
generate their many toys for the various groups that distribute them to the needy 
children.  It is a work of love for those who enjoy the hobby of wood working combined 
with the feeling of accomplishment in helping those who are less fortunate.   And of 
course there is a strong feeling of camaraderie among those who share in this effort.  
All members of the club salute and thank them for their efforts toward making the 
Mason Dixon Woodworkers a factor in community service. 

Don Connell checks out his measurements 
before cutting a toy part.  He usually  se-
lects what toys will be built.  In most cases 
the group will build around 100 of each  
selected toy. 

John Johnson in his previous job at ECI 
had inmates at the facility building 
toys for the club.  After retirement he 
has jumped in and offered tremendous 
assistance to Don and the others. 

From left to right: Bob Shetler, Ron 
Messick and Donald Fleetwood 
Perform the sanding, assembly, and 
finishing  of the various components 
and the finished toy if required. 



Santa Connell’s Toy Making Elves  
(continued) 

Allan Richardson 
Nevin Garret 

Bob Shetler Donald Fleetwood 

Ron Messick Karson Morrison 



Santa Connell’s Toy Making Elves  
(continued) 

Gene Peavley,  Jim Ware,  and  Dave Proudfoot have also worked in the toymaking 
shop although they were not present during my recent visit.   
Robert Williams, Jr has contributed greatly to  the toy making effort over the years 
but we do not have a photo of him.  

Pete Evanoff assisted by Al Hendershot work on various arrays of toys in Pete’s  
Lewes, DE shop.  Prototypes of various toys that Pete and Al have worked on are 
shown below.  They generally do 100 of each toy. Roger Hearn assisted by his grand-
son Brian Hearn, Jr are working to produce  100 cars in his shop in Delmar to con-
tribute to the club’ overall efforts. 

Prototypes of various  toys produced in 
lots of around 100  are shown on the left.  
For several years Pete and his able assis-
tant has mass produced  these unique 
toys for Christmas distribution.  Since he 
lives in Lewes, DE and has a well 
equipped shop,  he is able to contribute 
greatly to the club’s mission without hav-
ing to drive to our Salisbury location.. 



Woodworking Tools Home > Coiling Bandsaw Blades-2  

   

 
1.Go get a bandsaw blade to practice with, preferably between 1/4" and 1/2" wide. Hold the un-
coiled blade in a horizontal circle in front of you, teeth up. For the purpose of this discussion, we'll 
identify 6 o'clock as the point nearest your navel; 12 o'clock is the point farthest from you. 
 

2.Support the bandsaw blade with your left hand at about 9 o'clock: 
palm up, fingers below the blade pointing toward 2 o'clock, thumb closing lightly over the top. 
 
3.Hold the other side of the bandsaw blade with your right hand at 3 o'clock: palm down, fingers 
above the blade pointing left toward 10 o'clock, thumb wrapped lightly beneath. 
 
4.Move your hands toward each other to halve the distance between them, squeezing the blade 
into an oval. 

5.Without moving your elbow, bend your left wrist up toward you as if you were tipping a beer. 
 

6.Without moving your elbow, bend your right wrist down as if you were 
casting a fly. When both fists are roughly vertical (like holding a steering wheel), the bandsaw 
blade will be bent into the shape of a saddle, with high lobes left and right, low lobes front and 
back. 
 
7.Without moving your elbow, rotate your left wrist 45° clockwise, bringing the left lobe of the 
saddle down to the right. 

8.Without moving your elbow, rotate your right wrist about 45° counter-
clockwise, bringing the right lobe down to the left above the left lobe. As you rotate your wrists 
you'll see the low lobe at your navel moving up and forward, while the front low lobe moves back 
toward it. It doesn't matter which lies above the other. 
 
9.Keep on rotating your left wrist, letting your hand migrate toward 6 o'clock, until the left lobe 
(now a loop) is horizontal. 

10.Rotate your right wrist, letting your hand move to 12 o'clock, until its loop, too, is horizontal. 

11.Step back and admire. If you've been living right and thinking good thoughts, you just coiled a 
bandsaw blade! If it didn't work perfectly, never fear. It was only a first try, after all. Have another 
go at it, one sentence at a time. Sooner or later it'll work, and there'll be a new bandsaw blade 
coiling expert in the woodworking world. 

 

Woodworking Tips...Folding Bandsaw Blades 



 
 
 
 

1013 Russell Avenue  
Salisbury, MD 21801 

WORKSHOPS For 2015 
Please contact Ed Nock to sign up. ( Ed Nock (410-742-4297) email: eenock@comcast.net 
Please don’t wait until the last minute since planning and acquisition of materials has 
to be completed in order to make the  workshop a success.  .If you have suggestions for 
a workshop that you would like to see contact Ed  at the addresses shown above , or  
 Don Hicks (410-260-3040) email: guncollector@gmail.com 
 
Ed Nock advises that the following workshop for 2016: 
Apr 2—Sketch Up Workshop– same location ; 2nd session for previous  attendees 
May 7—Candle box—@Bill Jefferson shop, Bridgeville, DE (canceled, will reschedule) 
Jun 4-Shoulder Plane-@Pat Lemley’s Shop 
Aug 6 & 13-Shaker Table– 2 weekends @ Pat’s shop 
Sept 16 &17-Shaker Boxes @ Richard Bowen’ shop 
Oct 1 & 2-Palm Boxes @ Pat’s shop 
Dec 3– Celtic Rolling Pin @ Pat’s Shop (Demo only) 
 
Field Trip:  Nothing presently scheduled. 


