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2016 Meetings: 
Membership Meetings  

Delmar VFW  
7:30 P. M.  

 

Jan 21 Mar 17  
May 19 Jul 24*  
Sep 15 Nov 17*  

*July meeting is a 
Sunday picnic  

 
*Nov meeting is the 

banquet  

Presidents Message 
 

Boy, the time does fly! Our next 
meeting is Thursday, September 

15th, at the Delmar VFW. We will 
be meeting in the front room, as 

the VFW has an event in the large 
meeting room. 

We had a great workshop a couple 
weeks ago building Shaker Tables. 

The end result was wonderful. How-
ever, it was only attended by four 

members. Needless to say, we got a 
lot done, very quickly, but we would 

have rather had a full group. 
The shaker box workshop is back 

on again, but attendance is going to 
be poor and it was almost can-
celled. Fellows, there is a lot of prep 

work that goes into these work-
shops, and we need to support 

them. Otherwise, we may not be 
able to host very many more. 

Please consider attending. If the 
cost is an issue, contact me in confi-

dence and I will see what I can work 
out to assist. 

Many of you have expressed an in-
terest in learning more, improving  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

your skills, and having workshops. 
That is one of the major reasons for 

having a club (not to diminish the 
other aspects of Mason Dixon 

Woodworkers Club). But your par-
ticipation is crucial. 

 
We had an awesome time at the 

picnic! Thanks to the many that 
brought covered dishes and shared 
their projects. A special thanks goes 

out to Don’s Church, for letting us 
use their air-conditioned facility. 

Thank you all! If you did not make 
it, you missed a good time. 

 
I hope to see you Thursday night! 

 
 “Life is not perfect, but the journey 

can be a scream.” 
 

- JIM LAVERTY 

September Program 
   For this month’s program, we will 

be having a demonstration on ad-

vanced joinery by David Southern. 

There will be variations of western 

timber framing joinery, as well as 

some unique Japanese joinery. 
   Bring a friend, a family member, 

and a few projects to show off, as we 

always enjoy Show and Tell. 
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Toy Workshop 

   The guys at the Toy Workshop are making excellent progress in prepa-

ration for this holiday season. All in all, there is expected to be around 

1,200 handmade toys distributed to children in need this year. 

 
   Toys being made this year include: airplanes, coloring book and crayon 

holders, doll beds with all the fixings, dead rise boats, lidded boxes, Pinoc-

chio flip toys, deuce coups cars, fishing rods, and rubber band powered 

cars. Some of these toys are crafted in our Blind Industries facility, and 

some are made within the shops of other local woodworkers. 

 
   Helping local children in need is something that is very dear to the hearts 

of the Mason Dixon Woodworkers, and we are very thankful to all the guys 

who volunteer their precious time and energy to make this wonderful ser-

vice to the community possible. The Blind Industries shop is open on Tues-

days and Wednesdays, and we welcome woodworkers from all over the 

area to come out and be a part of it. 

Mayor’s Visit 

The Toy Workshop is ex-

cited to be hosting Salis-

bury’s Mayor Jacob Day 

for a tour of our opera-

tions on October 18th. He 

is very excited to learn 

about what we are doing. 

2016 Executive 

Board Meetings: 

 
October 20th 

 

December 15th 
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Annual Picnic 

   The Annual Picnic was a blast! We are so thankful to Stepping Stones 

Church for hosting us in their air conditioned building. The weather that 

day was very hot, and we were all able to enjoy a good time of fellowship 

and comradery thanks to their generous hospitality. 

It was really nice to see some 

young woodworkers in the mix 

at the picnic this year. It is re-

freshing to have young people 

showing an interest in our craft. 

   We enjoyed an extravagant spread of delicious food this year. A very 

special thanks to everyone who brought in a covered dish and drinks. We 

are confident that everyone went home with full bellies and happy minds. 

As always, the show and tell did 

not disappoint. We had projects 

on display that were made by 

adventurous woodworkers of all 

ages. 
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The Unplugged              

Woodshop 

   A couple months ago I had the opportunity to travel to Toronto, Ontario 

and take a tour of The Unplugged Woodshop. Tom Fidgen founded this 

school to be the first hand-tool-only woodworking school in Canada. 
   The Unplugged Woodshop is more than just a school. Tom also utilizes 

the building as a community maker space, a studio for his pieces, and a 

store to sell UW merchandise and lumber. 
   While I was there, I took part in Tom’s Introduction to Hand Tools class. 

In the class, we went over dimensioning rough stock by hand, setting up a 

hand plane, sawing to a line, and shooting an edge. By the end, the students 

had made a neat little sushi tray entirely by hand. 
   After class, Tom and I went out for lunch, drinks and discussed our begin-

nings in the craft, old shop accidents, and who inspires our woodworking. It 

was really nice to be able to relax and talk shop with a like minded entre-

preneur. Perhaps one day we will be able to open a community maker 

space in our area. 

    - David Southern 

View of the shop as you walk in. Tom demonstrating the use of a saw bench 

and cutting to a line with proper technique. 

Saw tills. Crosscut saws on the left, and rip 

saws on the right. 

The Architects Desk. 

One of Tom’s Personal pieces. 

A beautifully restored 

Miller's Falls drill press. 

Tom’s small veneer press. 

A student project. 
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The Unplugged              

Woodshop 

Tom’s signature Kerfing Plane. The shop is full of workbenches. 

Some of the school’s collection 

of hand planes. 

Hand made pedal-powered lathe. 

“Nothing feeds the center 

of being so much as 

creative work.” 

-Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

“There’s a lot of work 

being done today that 

doesn't have any soul in 

it. The technique may be 

the utmost perfection, 

yet it is lifeless. It doesn't 

have a soul. I hope my 

furniture has a soul to it.” 

- Sam Maloof 

“The understanding eye 

sees the maker’s finger-

prints. They are evident in 

every detail. 

Leave fingerprints.” 

- James Krenov 

2016 Workshops: 
 

September 16-17 

Shaker Boxes 

(Richard Bowen’s Shop) 

 

October 1-2 

Palm Boxes 

(Pat Lemley’s Shop 

 

December 3rd 

Celtic Rolling Pins 

(Pat Lemley’s Shop) 

 
To sign up for workshops, 

contact Ed Nock. 

410-742-4297 


