
Woodworker Times 

January 2018 
masondixonwoodworkers@gmail.com 

 

www.masondixonwoodworkers.org 

 

Mason Dixon Woodworkers 

P.O. Box 301 

Delmar, DE 19940 

Executive Board : 
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2018 Meetings: 
Membership Meetings  

Delmar VFW  
7:30 P. M.  

 

Jan 18 Mar 15  
May 17 Jul 21*  

Sep 20 Nov 15*  
*July meeting is a 

Sunday picnic  
 

*Nov meeting is the 
banquet  

Presidents Message 
   Our General Meeting is only 
a few days away. This is our 
Board Members Election 
night. I encourage you all to 
attend. I will be passing the 
baton to the next president. 
It has been an honor and a 
blessing to serve as your V.P. 
and President over the last 5 
years. 
   The time has flown by so 
quickly, and I have learned so 
much from the membership, 
improved my craftsmanship 
and had a good time doing it 
all. I thank each and every one 
of you for this great privilege 
and for your support. I also 
want to thank my current 
Board Members and the   
Committee Chairman for their 
great support. 
   We have lost some great 
Members, Board Members 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and spouses of members over 
the years, I will not mention 
them by name in fear of     
leaving someone out, because 
each and every one has been 
a great part of this Club. 
   Please come and vote and 
welcome in your new             
Executive Board Members. 
   I hope to see everyone 
there!  And don’t forget to 
bring something for Show and 
Tell. 
 
-Jim Laverty 
MDWW President 

January Program 
For our January meeting, 

Karson Morrison will be giving 

a presentation on walnut 

cracking and demonstrating a 

unique machine that does the 

trick! We will also be holding 

our elections for the new     

Executive Board Members. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

   I know we are here to grieve the loss of Pete, but I really want to celebrate his life. He understood how to 
be happy, and he lived in the present moment. Often, if I was having a hard time he told me, “Don’t sweat the 
small stuff”. That made a deep impression on me, He walked that talk and really tried to see the positive in 
things. 
   My dad had an adventurous spirit. He grew up in Philadelphia, in the inner-city, but as an adult, he lived all 
over the US. His mom and sisters moved to Albuquerque, NM in the 50s, so he had roots there, and his engi-
neering jobs took him to a lot of other parts of the country. We lived in northern Utah for a lot of my child-
hood. While there my dad got into skiing and sailing. Nature is majestic in that part of the country, the moun-
tains and the lakes, and I feel lucky to have grown up skiing in the winter and sailing in the summer and ex-
ploring the National parks with him. Also, his brothers and sisters were, and are, spread out across the US, 
so we visited a lot of places. All of that gave me a sense of adventure and wandering, which I’ve taken to 
heart. 
   Pete was playful. He was the grown-up who would always jump in to play games with the kids. The 
Evanoff’s are a game-playing family. Anytime there was a gathering, and there were a lot of gatherings, there 
were tables with card games and Parcheesi going round the clock. And outside was a bag toss tournament 
or a croquet game. And Pete always joined in. He was also often to be found playing the guitar and singing. 
Leading the group in songs. He knew all the sing-along classics and lots of church songs and funny songs 
and always encouraged everyone to sing along. As my cousin Pib said, you knew the party had started 
when Pete was playing the guitar. 
   And he loved to make things. I think everyone knows that one of his favorite places to be was in his wood-
shop, with the classical music playing, and a wood project in process. Often he was making multiples of 
things: tables, jewelry boxes, or toys. He got a kick out of small scale production. He had an engineer's mind 
and loved designing mechanical things and problem solving. But alongside the engineering he wanted his 
designs to be elegant. He really liked that word, elegant. 
   His jewelry boxes are just that. Over time he had developed a way to make very thin cuts of beautiful 
woods and inlay them to make the tops of  boxes. And then there are his toys! He was totally enthusiastic 
about making them. He made 100 of the same toy each year as part of a program that distributed toys to kids 
in need. That kind of production is no small feat! I got to see the toy production in all the different phases 
over the years. The design phase, then figuring out how to make each part, how they will fit together, then 
finally, assembling them. I got to see the whole process. From the beginning with big planks of raw wood, 
making them into nice even boards, figuring out how to make each particular shape, fitting things together, 
clamping and gluing, then finishing, sanding and sometimes painting. And 100 of these happening all at the 
same time! 
   When I was young my dad always encouraged me in math and science. He wanted me to be an engineer, 
which I really understand now in terms of the importance of a stable job and financial security. But I was 
kind of a rebel, and I ended up finding art and pursuing that. But he ended up really encouraging my art, and 
often said he thought the luckiest people are those whose vocation is the same as their passion. He also 
wasn’t shy about letting me know which of my art pieces he liked, and which ones he didn’t. I love that hon-
esty. I’m still making art and I’ve been making toys during the last year based on his toy designs. I’m think 
I’m becoming a toy-maker. I feel so lucky to have something to carry on, and something I love that I learned 
from him. And, to be fair, those math skills came to good use, I work as technical manager so I can afford to 
be an artist. 
   When I visited my dad in Delaware over the last years, we always took a drive to the beach, walked along 
the boardwalk, and would sit in the sand or walk along the water's edge and watch the waves. Last year we 
went to the national park side of the beach, we brought our cooler of drinks and umbrella, got hotdogs at the 
concessions stand, and sat on the beach and read and watched the waves for half a day. That's a day I will 
treasure forever. 
   My dad had a big heart. And he always tried to see the best in people. 
Rest in peace dad, you lived a good life. 

Here is the speech written by Pete Evanoff’s daughter and 

read at his memorial service: 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 

2018 Executive  

Board Meetings: 
 

Feb  15 Apr 19 

 

Jun 21  Aug 16 

 

Oct 18 Dec 20 

   Do you have an idea 

for a workshop that you 

would like the club to 

do? We would love to 

hear any input you may 

have so that we can   

offer activities that   

everyone can enjoy! 

Contact any of the 

board members with 

your ideas! 

What about program 

ideas for the general 

membership meetings? 

David Southern would 

love to hear any        

suggestions anyone may 

have about programs 

that we could do in the 

future. Feel free to call 

David any time at      

443-359-0117! 

We are deeply sorry to inform our members that 
Robyn Kepner has passed away. 

If you care to send your condolences, they may be 
sent to Robyn’s wife Urfula Beaver at: 

13348 Jefferson Road 
Milton, DE 19968  

BOWL TURNING WORKSHOP 

TURNING A CUT RIM BOWL FROM A LOG 
with Baxter Smith 

 
In this workshop, Baxter will demonstrate the steps             
involved in turning a small 6-8 inch bowl from a log. 

 
1. Split the log taking into account any features in                 

the log you may wish to highlight or avoid. 
2. Round the split log using a template and the 

bandsaw. 

3. Turn the outside shape between centers and                  
form a tenon. 

4. Using a four jaw chuck, grasp the tenon to hollow 
the inside to an even wall thickness equal to about 
10% of the diameter. This “roughout” will need to 
be placed into a paper bag to dry out slowly over 

several months. (This roughed out bowl will need to 
be returned to at a later date) 

5. Another dry roughout will then be finish turned                 
inside and out, including the bottom. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=13348+Jefferson+Road,+Milton,+DE+19968&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=13348+Jefferson+Road,+Milton,+DE+19968&entry=gmail&source=g


Page 4 
Woodworker Times 

Member Projects 

Here is a picture frame that 

David Southern made for his 

fiancée for her college diploma. 

The frame is made with walnut, 

birds-eye maple, and curly 

etimoe. 

Jack Dalton made unique 

wooden bowties  for his family 

for Christmas! They were a hit 

with everyone! Jack is planning to 

make a bunch more to sell in 

some of the stores in the area. 

These bowties are made of 

exotic hardwoods: wenge, 

padauk, zebrawood, purpeheart, 

and lacewood. 

We would like to       

feature member       

projects in every    

newsletter. You are   

encouraged to send all 

your project photos to 

David Southern at     

DavidSouthern          

Designs@gmail.com. 

Send your woodworking 

tips and tricks in to   

David as well and he will 

feature them in the 

newsletter. 

David also recently made this 

set of salt and pepper shakers 

with his older brother, KijJit! 

This was KijJit’s first fine    

woodworking project! The 

woods are walnut and spalted 

maple. 


