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As you know, I inherited the Presidency unexpectedly in October. My first task was to continue 

preparations for the November banquet. In the past the VFW catered our banquet, but they no 

longer do that, so we turned to an outside vendor.   There were a few surprises as the evening 
came together, because of this new arrangement, but all in all, I was very pleased and excited by 

the great banquet we had last November and by the live auction; what a success!   Moreover, be-
cause of the way we needed to order food, we had many leftovers which we donated the the Blind 

Industries which houses our Toy Shop. 

   

Speaking of the Toy Shop, Don Connell retired as leader of the Toy Shop at the end of December.   

We are very grateful for his 28 years of service!  

 
Roger Hearn, Bob Tardiff and Barbara Orr are working together to keep the Toy Shop going. 

Their plan is to continue what we have been doing and have the usual 1,000 toys ready for distri-

bution next December.  

   

So far, they have identified some toys that could be made and are getting ready to start making 
toys.  Initially, they plan to open the Toy Shop on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 3:00, 

instead of Tuesdays and Wednesdays. But these days and times are not firm. Please consider help-

ing out with the toy making in some way.      

   
Finally, we are hoping that the responsibilities for the toy operation will be shared by several indi-

viduals, so that it will not be a heavy burden for any one person.   

   

Our next general meeting is on January 16.  I hope to see a great turn out for the first meeting of 
2025 and many more for the years to come. This would be a great time to hear members ideas 

and suggestions for things such as workshops, presentations and for the toy shop.  

 

And, of course, anyone willing to put on a demonstration at a general meeting would be greatly 

appreciated.   Just let me know! 

 

Jim Laverty  
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The End of an Era 

 

 
Don Connell stepped down from his leadership position at the Toy Shop at the end of Decem-
ber, 2024. Don began making toys in Delmar with Irv Aydelotte in 1996.    When Irv passed in 

2005, Don assumed leadership of the program and has done so continuously until now.  

 

Don oversaw the building of thousands of toys.   He ordered, finished and cut many board feet 
of lumber, scoured catalogs for tools, hardware, paint, supplies, etc.   He coordinated the work 

of many different members, so that there would be about 1,000 toys to give away each year. 

     

Don has a knack for making jigs, using and maintaining tools and organizing people and materi-

als. And Don was always willing and in fact eager to share his knowledge anyone. 

     

In recognition of Don’s leadership, Volunteer Delaware, designated him as its Hidden Hero in 

April, 2021.   Don’s leadership will be sorely missed.   Simply put, we were blessed to have had 

him as the driving force for our toy shop.  
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 Toy Shop 

Our toy give away began bright and early with a hearty breakfast at the Eastside Deli.   By 8 AM we 

were at the toy shop setting up tables loaded with toys and by 9 representatives of organizations were 
coming in.  27 organizations picked up about 30 toys each for their clients. We had some toys left 

over, and two additional organizations were able to get toys this year and will be added to the list for 
next year.  
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 Trivet Workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

This Fall members gathered at Pat Lemley’s workshop to make the gift given to the ladies at the No-

vember banquet. This year the club’s give was a trivet made from cherry. These trivets were made us-

ing a jig Ed Nock had made. A good time was had by all, and the donuts were great! 
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 Member Project  

Barry Adkins sent in a a church he built to cover a well head for a client.  He built it from 3/4 inch 

PVC.  He picked up material for the stained glass windows at Michael’s   The front door is routed into 

the PVC with decorative edging glued around the door and at the corners. This church should last a 

long time! 

 

 
                     

 

Dust Collector for sale 
 

One of our new members, Kathy Dibben, has a Penn State Industries dust collector 

Model No. DC-250 for sale. She bought it from a woodturner who was moving to 
assisted living.  He demonstrated that it works.  When she got home she realized 

that it takes 220. Kathy would like to sell it for $400.00, or possibly trade for a 

smaller one that runs on 110. 

 

 



Page 6 

2025 Meetings and Events 

General Meeting January 16 

Executive Board February 20 

General Meeting March 20 

Executive Board April 17 

General Meeting May 15 

Executive Board June 19 

Annual Picnic July 20 

Executive Board August 21 

General Meeting September 18 

Executive Board October 16 

Annual Banquet November 20 

Executive Board December 18 

Executive Board 

Acting President Jim Laverty 

Vice President vacant 

Treasurer Armand Prevost 

Secretary Barbara Orr 

Past President Jim Laverty 

Membership Jon Bricker 

Programs Jim Ware 

Toy Shop 
Roger Hearn 

Bob Tardiff 

Workshops 
Don Hicks 

Ed Nock 

Fund Raising Pat Lemley 

Newsletter Bob Tardiff 

Web Master Paul Scovell 

Email masondixonwoodworkers@gmail.com 

Postal Address P.O. Box 103, Delmar, DE 19940 

Web Page https://masondixonwoodworkers.org/ 

 


