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As we move into the heart of summer, I want to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for 
your continued enthusiasm, craftsmanship, and camaraderie that define the Mason-Dixon Woodwork-

ers. Whether you’re building heirloom furniture, turning bowls, or just enjoying the scent of sawdust in 

the shop, it’s the shared love for the craft that keeps this group vibrant.  

 
Our Summer Picnic will be on July 20th beginning at 1:00 PM at the Living Stone Church at Winters Park 

in Salisbury MD.  As usual the club will provide chicken and drinks.  Please bring a dish to share.  You 

need to RSVP to me by Monday July 14th with the number attending, so I can order the chicken.  To 
RSVP either send me an email at jwlaverty@comcast.net at or call/text me at 443-477-7925.  I hope to 

see you there!  

  

Last month’s meeting was a great success—special thanks to Don Connell’s son for his excellent 
demonstration on Guitar building. The hands-on tips shared during the Q&A were especially appreciat-

ed. If you missed it, you missed quite a presentation.  

    

We are in need of a Membership Chairperson and someone with website experience.  If this describes 
you please volunteer, or if you know of someone, please ask that person. The web person does not 

have to be a member, just willing to volunteer his/her services. 

 

Finally, I encourage everyone to keep learning, building, and sharing your passion. Whether you’re a sea-

soned expert or a beginner with your first dovetail joint, there’s always something new to discover in 
woodworking. Please send pictures of your projects for the newsletter to Bob Tardiff, rmtar-

diff@comcast.net  

   

Stay safe, stay inspired, and I’ll see you in the shop.  

   

Warm regards,  

   

Jim Laverty 

   
P.S.  If you haven’t yet paid your 2025 dues, please consider doing so soon.     
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 Toy Shop 

 
Work continues at the Toy Shop.   We still are on schedule to have 900-1,000 toys ready for 

distribution in early December.   Some members are building toys or parts of toys at home and 
others come in the shop and lend a hand to whatever we are working on.  If you would like to 

help, please let us know; many hands make for light work. 

 

Below is an example of a team effort.  Jim Ware found the red car pictured below and com-
mented it would be an easy build.  Bob Tardiff took a picture and used it to produce a full size 

paper print out which he glued to thin pieces of plywood and cut the pattern for body and sides. 

The initial thought was to cut the sides and main body out with the bandsaw and then sand.    
But Jon Bricker suggested using a flush trim router bit and volunteered to produce 100+ car 

bodies in his shop.   So Jon made 1/2 inch plywood templates from the plywood templates and 
then he rough cut the main body from a 2x4 blank, and then used flush trim bit to finish it.  Jon 

did the same for the sides which are made from sapele.  The 2x4’s came from Ronnie Dorr, and 

the 2x4 and sapele blanks were made in the Toy Shop.  The Toy Shop will drill holes in the body 

for the wheels and apply a finish.   
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 Block Plane Workshop 

Don Hicks led our block plane workshop on June 6 and 7 at Pat Lemley’s shop.   The workshop extend-

ed over two days primarily because glue needed to cure before the final shaping was done.   The 

planes were fashioned from sapele and maple and blade is from Veritas.  Barry Atkins, Bill Langford,  

Barbara Orr, Ron Seabrease and Bob Tardiff all made planes and both Pat Lemley and Ed Nock were 

there to offer their help.  Many thanks  to Pat Lemley for sharing his shop and of course to Don Hicks 

for his leadership.    
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2025 Meetings and Events 

General Meeting January 16 

Executive Board February 20 

General Meeting March 20 

Executive Board April 17 

General Meeting May 15 

Executive Board June 19 

Annual Picnic July 20 

Executive Board August 21 

General Meeting September 18 

Executive Board October 16 

Annual Banquet November 20 

Executive Board December 18 

Executive Board 

Acting President Jim Laverty 

Vice President vacant 

Treasurer Armand Prevost 

Secretary Barbara Orr 

Past President Jim Laverty 

Membership Jon Bricker 

Programs Jim Ware 

Toy Shop 
Roger Hearn 

Bob Tardiff 

Workshops 
Don Hicks 

Ed Nock 

Fund Raising Pat Lemley 

Newsletter Bob Tardiff 

Web Master Jon Bricker 

Email masondixonwoodworkers@gmail.com 

Postal Address P.O. Box 103, Delmar, DE 19940 

Web Page https://masondixonwoodworkers.org/ 

 


