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Well, Spring has sprung, The Grass has ris, | wonder where all my time is?

Time for new projects and ideas, please. If you have a project going on or just completed, send pic-
tures to Bob Tardiff so he can add them to the Newsletter for all of us to enjoy.

And, if you haven’t already paid your 2025 Mason Dixon Woodworkers dues, please do so. You can
send your check to our treasurer, Armand Prevost, 206 Walnut Street, Bridgeville, DE 19933.

If you did not see WBOC’s Delmarva Life show on March 25, where the Mason Dixon Woodworkers
Toyshop was featured, you can still watch that broadcast on YouTube. To see this broadcast, just click
on the this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w43cTedUJTQ (You can also do a Google search
on the Mason Dixon Woodworkers and the YouTube video will be returned.) And, of course, as part of
the interview, Jim Ware is demonstrating his flipper toy.

And, it turns out the Delmarva Life show of November 10, 2015 is also on YouTube, when Don Connell
was just a pup. Here is the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWM LAtGCDU .

At our next meeting our speaker will be Dan Connell, Don Connell’s son. As many of you know Dan is
an accomplished guitar builder. Dan last spoke to our club at our March 2022 meeting, where he
demonstrated some of the techniques, tools and jigs he uses to build guitars and then closed with a
song. This time Dan will be bringing electric and acoustic guitars and discussing their construction and
assembly. | hope you can make this meeting.

Until then have a safe and warm Spring.

Jim Laverty

Dan Connell at March 2022 Meeting



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w43cTedUJTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cWM_LAtGCDU

Toy Shop

Work at the Toy Shop continues, and it remains an ongoing learning experience. One of the toys we
are building is a version of an antique carousel that Lynn Hudson brought in. The farm animals that
were on the carousel were cut on a Glowforge laser printer at Salisbury University.

You can see in the picture below that a laser printer cuts material by burning it away. We had hoped
to use quarter inch Baltic Birch plywood for the animals, but that proved to be to difficult to cut, be-
cause the inner layers of the plywood tended to flame up putting the laser lense at risk. So, instead,
we used a more uniform material known called draftboard (similar to mdf) sold by Glowforge that per-
formed better,




Member Projects

In March, 2023 Don Hicks led a workshop on building shaker benches. One of the participants was
yours truly, Bob Tardiff. The benches made at the workshop were built at Pat Lemley’s shop. They
began as rough sawn poplar boards which were machined into about 4 inch boards then glued up to
make a boards about 12 inches wide.

My bench lived under our bed without a home until this winter, when asked my daughters if one of
them might want it. Both said they would.

| don’t have a complete shop like Pat’s, so | couldn’t start with rough sawn lumber, but | did find glued
up pine boards 12 inches wide at both Lowe’s and Home Depot, so | decided to use those. After the
usual couple of false starts, | was able to duplicate the bench | made at the workshop. One thing |
would say is that making the 12 inch boards leads to a nicer board than buying one already glued up.

Here are the two benches ready for their final finish.
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